





A Message from Your Pastor

Run a Race Towards God’s Vision

Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson appointed me to Foundry UMC at this year’s An-
nual Conference in June. This is the fifth year of our ministry together. God has
blessed us and answered our Breakthrough Prayer. We have prayed that God would
send children, youth, and young leaders. We now have active young leaders: Emily,
Ericka, Eric, Colleen, Deborah, Dominique, and Taquila. A new family with three
children came via this year’s VBS and is considering joining the church. So, we are

going to start a youth group this fall.

God also surprised us by bringing Coastal Montessori School to our Education
Wing. We look forward to God’s blessing as we add children and young families
through the school. We pray that God uses us to plant the seed of Christ and his love

into the hearts of children at Montessori.

In addition to children’s ministry, God has strengthened our finances. We reno-
vated the Education Wing to share the facility with Coastal Montessori School. The
Food Pantry entrance door has been replaced with a new one. We have paid 100 per-
cent of apportionments for both the District and the Conference. We have provided
food for about 100-150 people each week through our Food Pantry mission. We have
given out 150 homemade hot meals to needy neighbors every other week. Backpack
supplies and students’ social activity fund to Lynnhaven Elementary School, Welcom-
ing Home Basket, Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets, Angel Tree, Clothing Closet,
and financial support to non-profit organizations are also our annual missions to build
the kingdom of God in the city of Virginia Beach. We often say that we are small but
mighty. Yes, indeed!

At the threshold of my fifth-year ministry together, I want to challenge us to run
a race towards God’s vision beyond our capacity. Look at Jesus’ feeding five thousand
people in the wilderness. The disciples evaluated the situation with practical reason. It
was a wilderness, and there were more than five thousand hungry people. There was
no way for the disciples to feed them with what they had-five loaves and two fish.
However, Jesus’ vision was bigger than the disciples’. Jesus told them to bring what-
ever they could share. When they brought a few loaves and a couple of fish, Jesus
blessed, multiplied, and fed such a large crowd. Like the disciples, we may excuse
ourselves for God’s bigger vision for our church: “We are a small church, but we are
already doing a mighty work. We do not have more time, energy, and resources to ex-
pand our ministry.” Responding to our reasonable excuses, Jesus might ask us to see

God’s bigger vision and urges us to run a race towards it.

Grace and Peace.



A Message from your
Finance Chairperson

Dear Foundry Family and Friends,

It’s been a busy spring and summer along with some exciting changes coming soon! First, I want to
sincerely thank you for the ongoing support of our church — the giving of your time, talents, prayers and fi-
nances this year. All are vital to the general operations of our church and the many ministries and missions
we support throughout the year.

We have completed all the renovation work in our Children’s Wing for the arrival of the new Montessori
School. An Open House took place on Monday, August 10, and children are expected to arrive by
September 1. We are excited and look forward to partnering with this wonderful group!

A brief financial update: (1) we borrowed $140,000 from our Bank in June to finance all the renovation
work in the Children’s Wing with the most expensive expenditure being a new roof. Monthly payments
began in July, (2) a new Stewardship program is being discussed for 2027 to help with increasing general
operating expenses and the new loan paydown, and (3) please continue to stay current with your financial
giving to meet our ever-increasing operating expenses and our Methodist connectional obligations.

Second, below is a summary of our overall finances through July. We were blessed with some unexpected
offerings in December 2025 which improved our opening cash position January 1. Our General Fund
covers the normal operations and commitments of our church. Our Dedicated Funds are designated for
specific ministries and missions of our church and not normal operations.

F
General Fund Summary - 2026: 2026
Gen Fund Balance - January 1, 2026 $51,166
Offerings & Receipts - Jan thru July $158,301
Expenditures - Jan thru July $172,998
Gen Fund Balance - July 31, 2026 $36,469
Dedicated Funds Balance - July 31, 2026 $113,688

Again, thank you for your support and being a part of our Foundry church family. We are a small church
family but we are very supportive of various ministries and missions. Remember, God always blesses our
faithfulness to Him and to the ministry He has called us to share with others.

Watkins Bracey

757-408-9533 (cell)
watkins.bracev(@gmail.com
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A Look Back on Missions Spring-Summer 2026

2026 has seen some changes in the calendar-year arrangement for some of our

ministries. To help alleviate the “ministry fatigue” that can afflict the congregation

when they are asked to contribute to too many ministries in too short a time span,

Welcome Home Baskets were moved up from their usual summertime slot to
springtime. In March through April, we collected household items sufficient to build two baskets, which
were given through the Judeo-Christian Outreach Center (JCOC) to individuals transitioning from home-
lessness to permanent housing. As usual, Foundry provided baskets with very nice items that these folks
can be proud to use and display in their new homes. Additional monetary contributions in the amount suf-
ficient to purchase another basket were donated directly to JCOC’s Welcome Home Basket Fund. Both
baskets and money were received with tremendous appreciation.

In June, we prepared our last JCOC Dinner of 150 meals, completely cooked, boxed, packaged, and
delivered to JCOC ready for distribution. Upon the opening of the new JCOC Betty D. Chidester Campus,
we had a brand-new on-site kitchen and a shiny new dining hall to serve community dinners directly to our
guests. We prepared our casseroles up to the point of cooking here at Foundry, then transported everything
to the new facility, where we completed cooking, packed just 40 meals to go, and served the remainder
cafeteria-style to dine-in guests. We were pleased to see how well our system transferred to the new
facility, and JCOC personnel were impressed with our speed and efficiency. It was also nice to meet our
guests face-to-face and receive their words of appreciation and thanks. Thanks to all of the volunteers and
donors who make this happen.

To make purchasing food items more economical and convenient, we will ask the congregation to
contribute money to the JCOC Dinner Fund rather than individuals donating food items. In addition to
food we obtain from Operation Blessing, we can purchase our remaining ingredients in economy sizes and
often order them online for delivery or pickup in the store parking lot. This has proved to be so much more
efficient that we were sold on this new system the first time we tried it. We pray that the congregation will
continue its much-appreciated support through cash donations going forward.

Summer is almost over, and our thoughts are turning to The Great Foundry Apple Sale. The sales
campaign will run from September 20 through October 25. We will continue to use Dickie Brothers for
some of our apples and Silver Creek and Seaman’s for the remainder. Ann’s Apple Butter will be offered,
and since sweet potatoes were such a success last year, we will offer those, too.

Food Pantry continues to operate efficiently and cost-effectively, serving an average of 35-40 families per
week. In addition to food provided by Operation Blessing and the Food Bank, Tom and Scott spend hours
every week picking up food from Walmart and other commercial donor sites. The many hours required to
run the Pantry each week are mind-boggling. A new refrigerator was recently donated by Food Bank.

Operation of the Clothes Closet has been taken over by Sarah Kyler, Cameron Melander, and Michele Je-
rome. They have been doing an energetic and impressive job of building new storage units, sorting, and
hanging the huge inventory of donated clothing. Our Clothing Closet customers can choose from a large
assortment of gently used, seasonally appropriate clothes for all ages.

~ Chris Work, Missions Coordinator









A Message from your Lay Leader

Dear Foundry Family and Friends,

Something exciting is coming!!! School time and children!!! Yes, here at Foundry!!!
The new Montessori School is opening September 1st with children and teachers in our
beautifully renovated Children’s Wing. A recent Open House welcomed many young
families and children (and grandparents) to the school’s new home and mission.

The school presents a wonderful opportunity for us offer Foundry’s welcoming spirit
and hospitality. And share news about the many ministries we support throughout the
year — our Food Pantry, Children’s Ministries, JCOC Dinners, Welcome Home Baskets,
Backpack and School Supplies, Disaster Relief, Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets,
and other items. This is one part of evangelizing!

We are a small church family but we are very supportive of these ministries. Find a way
to offer your time, talents, prayers and financial support. Each gift is vitally important
to bringing and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ and our faith to others — even to
our new neighbors.

Most importantly, thank you for your support and being a part of our Foundry church
family.

Watkins Bracey
757-408-9533 (cell)
watkins.bracey@gmail.com
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Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for your generous donations of East-
er eggs, candy, little parachute people, and both pre-
filled and unfilled eggs. Because of your kindness, our
children’s Easter celebration was a wonderful success.

Our children were blessed with an abundance,
collecting numerous baskets, and we were also able to
share that joy with others. Baskets were sent home for
Colin, Liam, Nolan, Ezra, Fiona, and Mason, and several
were set aside for the children of the food pantry as
well.

We are grateful to share that we still have extra baskets
remaining, which will be saved for next year—allowing
us to already be well prepared in advance. Your support
truly made a meaningful impact, and we are deeply
thankful for your generosity and heart for giving.

A huge thank you to Mrs. Cameron for taking the
photos With sincere appreciation, Colleen Ignacio






Sincere thanks to everyone who helped and celebrated with us at the Mother’'s Day
Tea. It was truly a wonderful time of fellowship, and we are grateful for everyone who
made the event so special. Blessings, Colleen












Foundry Family!

The Foundry Choir has had some time off this summer but is anxious to start back in September!!
Rehearsals will begin Thursday September 10th at 7:00 pm in the Choir Room. Meg is looking
forward to seeing all the regular members return and is praying for some new singers to join the fun!
There are those who attend church who have a gift of singing and it would be a blessing to have you
join us. “Try it, you'll like it!” And if you remember that commercial, you'll fit right in! Praising God

with voices, instruments and dancing definitely is our testimony of faith!



Dear Foundry United Methodist Church Family,

Thank you so much for supporting me in this incredible, life-changing opportunity
to travel to Cremona, Italy, and grow as a musician. | am so grateful for every
prayer, encouraging text and message, donation, and kind word that helped make
this experience possible. Knowing that my Foundry family was praying for me and
cheering me on means more than | can ever say.

Italy was AMAZING! The beautiful historic churches and cathedrals, the music, the
people, the culture, and, of course, the pizza and gelato made this a trip | will
never forget. And did | mention the pigeons? There were A LOT of pigeons!

But the most important part of this experience was how much | grew as a musician
and as a person. | was one of the youngest musicians there, and | challenged
myself every single day. While in Italy, | learned the entire third movement of a
concerto and performed it—something | had never done before! | worked hard,
stepped outside of my comfort zone, learned from amazing musicians, and
discovered that | was capable of more than | thought. | was especially proud when
others noticed and complimented my work ethic.

Another part of my experience that was exceptional: Ms. Claudia took the train
down from Germany and spent two whole days training with me! It was so
wonderful! We had pizza and good fellowship!

| also loved experiencing the history and faith of Italy. Seeing magnificent churches
and cathedrals that have stood for hundreds of years—and realizing how much
time, dedication, and faith went into building them—was incredible. It reminded
me that some of the most meaningful things in life take time, patience, faith, and
perseverance.

This truly was a once-in-a-lifetime experience, and | know that | will return home
different from the person who left. | am a stronger musician, more confidentin
myself, and even more grateful for the people who believe in me.

Foundry, THANK YOU! Thank you for believing in me. Thank you for praying for me.
Thank you for your texts and encouraging words. Thank you for your financial
support. Most of all, thank you for being my church family and helping me
experience an opportunity that | will remember for the rest of my life.

| am forever grateful for this experience and for each and every one of you.
Thank you for helping me dream big, work hard, and grow in my faith.

With love and gratitude, Ericka lgnacio



Host Communion Sunday
After Service Refreshments

Tides Ballgame
Summer Blood Drive
VBS Children’s T-Shirts
UMCOR Disaster - Venezuela
Lynnhaven School Supplies
Children’s Wing Clean-up

Thailia UMM Mozambique
Children’s Mission

Mozambique

The Summer 2026 blood drive was a huge success!!

We collected 32 total blood products with a goal of 28!!

We are thankful to all our donors for their patience due
to the illness of one of the Red Cross staff member.

Everyone loved Judy Brabrand's desserts as usual.
Our next drive will be January 6th, 2027.






Monday, June 29, 5:00 pm, the United
Methodist Men coordinated a tour of Beach
Ford's new Commercial Repair Building
adjacent to our parking lot.






Reflecting On Our Spring & Summer
Children & Youth Ministry

Colleen Ignacio & Nancy Norman

Faith * Fellowship * Family * Fun

What a wonderful season it has been for the Children & Youth Ministry at Foundry United Methodist
Church! Our summer has been filled with faith, fellowship, learning, service, and plenty of fun. We are
thankful for every child, youth, family, volunteer, church member, and community guest who has
participated. Take a look at what we have been doing—and what is coming next!

Vacation Bible School — The Lord’s Prayer

Saturday, July 18

Vacation Bible School brought our children, youth, and families together for a special day centered on

The Lord’s Prayer. Through Bible lessons, music, crafts, games, activities, and fellowship, participants
explored the prayer Jesus taught us and discovered how prayer helps us grow closer to God. A heartfelt
thank you to all of our volunteers and families who helped make VBS such a meaningful day!

Family Movie Night — David

Saturday, July 25

Our VBS families and church community were invited back to Foundry for an evening of fellowship and
fun as we watched David. Family Movie Night gave everyone another opportunity to reconnect, relax,
and enjoy time together.

CPR Training — Learn to Save a Life
Sunday, July 26

Foundry hosted a CPR class for members of our church family and community. Participants learned val-
uable lifesaving skills and had the opportunity to become CPR qualified. Foundry United Methodist
Church covers the cost of CPR training for members, helping make this important skill accessible to our
church and community members. Learning to save a life is another meaningful way we can care
for our neighbors!

Family Movie Night — GOAT

Saturday, August 1

The fellowship continued with another Family Movie Night featuring GOAT. This inspiring story pro-
vided families with another opportunity to gather, laugh, and enjoy an uplifting evening together.

Children & Youth Field Trip — Hunt Club Farm

Tuesday, August 18

Our Children & Youth Ministry enjoyed a wonderful day of fellowship and learning at Hunt Club Farm!
A total of 14 children and youth and 8 adults participated in this special outing. The group spent time
outdoors, interacted with furry animals, and had an opportunity to appreciate some of God’s special crea-
tures up close. It was a wonderful way to take our fellowship beyond the walls of the church, enjoy our
community, learn together, and make special memories.



Coming Up at Foundry This Fall-Winter

Children & Youth Faith Formation Class Sunday, September 6 * 12:30—1:30 PM * After Worship

Pastor will lead our children and youth in a special Faith Formation Class following Sunday worship. This
class will provide a welcoming space for our young people to grow deeper in their faith and strengthen
their relationship with God. Participants will learn more about how to pray, how to build a relationship
with God, and how to make faith an important part of their everyday lives. Come ready to learn, ask ques-
tions, fellowship, and grow in faith together. A tasty lunch will be served!

Faith, Fun, & Fitness Beginning Thursday, September 10 * 2pm-3pm * Weekly Sessions

Get moving, have fun, and enjoy fellowship with our new Faith, Fun & Fitness sessions! Beginning
September 10, participants are invited to join us each week for accessible activities such as chair aerobics
and chair yoga designed to encourage movement, flexibility, and overall wellness. All fitness levels are
welcome! Participants are encouraged to exercise at the level that is comfortable and appropriate for
them. Whether you are just beginning your fitness journey or already enjoy regular exercise, there is a
place for you. Come as you are, move at your own pace, and enjoy a little faith, fun, fitness, and fellow-
ship!

Family Movie Night — Swapped — Spm-7pm — Youth Building Saturday, September 12
Join us for another evening of family fellowship as we watch Swapped, a fun tale about two unlikely
friends—one furry and one feathered—who suddenly find themselves switched into each other’s bodies!
We especially encourage our Vacation Bible School families to come back and join us. Bring the family for
an evening of fellowship, laughter, and fun at Foundry. Dinner and popcorn will be served!

Church Family & Friends CPR Training Sunday, September 27 — 12:30pm-3:30pm - Ebert Hall
Our next CPR training opportunity will be held on September 27. Church members are encouraged to
participate and gain the skills and confidence needed to help save a life. CPR training costs are covered by
Foundry United Methodist Church for members.

Children & Youth Costume Party Saturday, October 24 - 5:00pm-8:00pm — Ebert Hall
Calling all children and youth! Join us for a fun-filled Children & Youth Costume Party at Foundry.
Come dressed in your favorite fun and friendly costume—no scary costumes, please! The evening will be
filled with fellowship, fun, and a Children & Youth Costume Contest. All are welcome, so invite a friend
and come enjoy a great evening with our Foundry family! Admission is a nonperishable food item to sup-
port our food pantry.

Children & Youth Christmas Cookie Decorating Sunday, December 6 * After Worship Service
Celebrate the joy of the Christmas season with us! Our children and youth are invited to enjoy a festive
afternoon of Christmas cookie decorating, creativity, and fellowship after worship. Come decorate a sweet
Christmas treat while sharing some holiday cheer with our Foundry family!



God is in Every Smile of a Child

A canvas of wonder, unblemished by care,

A breath of sweet grace in the afternoon air.

No shadow of worry, no burden of guile,

For heaven steps down in the grace of their smile.

It glimmers in dimples, it dances in sparks,

A soft, quiet lantern that chases the dark.

With eyes full of magic and hearts full of trust,
They find holy ground in the grass and the dust.

No pretense is hidden, no motive disguised,

Just pure, perfect light through the innocent eyes.
A promise whispered from heaven above,

A tender reminder of ultimate love. ~Al






Dear Foundry United Methodist Church Family,

On behalf of the students and families of our homeschool
community, | would like to extend our sincere gratitude
for allowing us to use the Youth Building for our recent
Homeschool Graduation Ceremony.

The event was truly magnificent, and the beautiful space
provided the perfect setting to celebrate this important

milestone in the lives of our graduates.

The warmth, hospitality, and generosity shown by Foundry
United Methodist Church helped make the day both mem-
orable and meaningful for everyone in attendance.

A special thank you to Mr. David Gillum and Mary Jane
Gillum for donating a delicious cake that was personally
decorated with each of the graduate’s names! What an im-
mense blessing! We were also blessed by the music
provided by Dominic! What an excellent DJ!

Thank you for your continued partnership and for investing
in the lives of local families and students. We are blessed
by your kindness and are grateful for the many ways
Foundry United Methodist Church opens its doors and
heart to the community.

With sincere appreciation and gratitude,

Colleen & The Homeschool Group



Dear Foundry Leadership Team,

On behalf of the Children's Ministry, thank you all for your time, energy, love, and dedication in helping
bring Pastor's vision for Vacation Bible School to life. What a phenomenal day! We are so grateful for
each of you and the countless ways you served our children and families.

God truly blessed this event. We had a wonderful turnout, and we are especially excited by the
possibility that the Vazquez family may continue worshipping with us at Foundry. What a blessing it is
to see seeds of faith being planted!

There were so many highlights throughout the day. Mrs. Cameron created an outstanding photography
setup and captured many special moments. She is hard at work organizing the photos and will share them
with everyone soon.

The science station was absolutely amazing! Mr. Alan and Mrs. Barbara did a fantastic job helping the
children learn through hands-on activities. The bread-making demonstration and understanding the
baking process fascinated everyone, and the secret message activity was a huge hit.

Story time was engaging and meaningful, leading to wonderful discussions and opportunities for the
children to grow in their understanding of God's Word. Thank you Mr. Gary and Mrs. Judy! Truly a
dynamic duo!

The games were energetic, interactive, and educational. Many thanks to Mr. David Way and Mr. Erick
for leading such an exciting experience that kept the children engaged from beginning to end.

Scripture Snacks was another favorite! Who doesn't love trail mix? A special thank you to Mrs. Emilie
for stepping in to lead this activity, with the wonderful assistance of her daughter, Miss Amanda,
Mrs. Donna and Mrs. Michele!

Thank you to Mr. Richard who helped with security! He kept us safe and watched the entrance with
military precision!

Thank you to Grace and Ericka for enthusiastically leading the music and dances. Your joy and energy
helped make worship so much fun for the children. Mr. Scott’s skillful piano accompaniment makes all
the difference with those songs! We appreciate him so much!

A heartfelt thank you to Mrs. Nancy for coordinating so much behind the scenes, alongside Miss Emily.
Your organization and servant hearts kept everything running smoothly.

We are also deeply grateful to Mr. David Gillum who joyfully tackled all the “Tall People” tasks!

A huge shout out to the Men’s Ministry who financed the wonderful shirts for the volunteers and the
children! Those shirts are keepsakes!

Finally, it was such a blessing to see Pastor out and about with us. Her encouragement, faith, and
leadership continue to inspire us all, and we are grateful to have been part of carrying out her vision for
this ministry.

Thank you again for making this year's Vacation Bible School such a memorable and Christ-centered
experience. We could not have done it without each and every one of you. I pray I did not omit anyone.
If I did, it was not intentional. Have a blessed night! Sincerely, Colleen Ignacio



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2026




Dear Foundry United Methodist Church Team,

Thank you so much for sponsoring our very first Children
and Youth Ministry field trip to Hunt Club Farm! Your
generosity made it possible for our children/youth (14),
and adult chaperones (8) to enjoy a wonderful day

of fellowship, learning, and fun together.

We were blessed to have our personal guide, Ms. Ashley,
who was simply phenomenal! She shared fun and educa-
tional information about the many animals we encoun-
tered, including goats, chickens, llamas, alpacas, little
pigs, and parakeets. The children had an amazing time
getting up close with the animals while learning about

God’s wonderful creation.

We ended our adventure with popsicles and plenty of
time to play on the playground—the perfect ending to a
beautiful day together!

We are incredibly grateful to Foundry United Methodist
Church for investing in our children and youth and for
making experiences like this possible. This field trip gave
our families an opportunity to learn, laugh, fellowship,
and create wonderful memories together.

Thank you, Foundry, for sponsoring this amazing day!
Thank you Pastor Choi for your kindness towards the
Children and Youth. We look forward to many more

Children and Youth Ministry adventures together!
With heartfelt gratitude,

Colleen Ignacio



Youth Ministry Trip Hunts Club Farm




Two hands, one rhythm, a gift of time,

A quiet promise, simple and sublime.

When a sudden shadow steals the breath away,
You step into the dark to hold the day.

A breath, a pulse, a second chance to wake—
The greatest gift a human hand can make. ~Al

SPRING SUMMER
CPR CLASSES



SUMMER -SPRING CPR CLASSES













Our deepest condolences and pravers are with :
Sandy Grover's beloved wother, Aue Meehan, passed away May 4+th

Taquilla Digas-Wright for her beloved father, Hewry Floyd Diggs,
who passed ov Friday, May &th.

Teresa Gattuse’s beloved husband, Frank Gattusoe, 74, passed away
peacefully at home ov June 15th

Barbara’ Arvold’s beloved brother, Troy Arvold, passed on June 26,

Foundry Breakthrough Prayer

Please join us as we pray the Foundry Breakthrough Prayer three times a day at
8:28 a.m., noon, and 8:28 p.m. Please set the alarm, pause for a minute, and pray.

Wondering why we are praying at 8:28 in the morning & evening?
The special meaning of these times are based on Romans 8:28.

“We know that God works all things together for good for the ones who love God,
for those who are called according to his purpose.”

Our Prayer:

Dear God of Power,
wFill the pastor, leaders, staff, and the congregation with the Holy Spirit.

wShow us Your vision to revive and revitalize the church.
wSend children, youth, and young leaders.
TBless our current and new ministries.
Strengthen our finances.

THelp us to be more serving and make more disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

Use us as a channel for Your peace.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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