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Look forward to Godôs Surprises 

We have prayed our Breakthrough Prayer for three and half years. God has answered our       

prayers. As chair of our mission team says, we are small but mighty. We have served our         

community tirelessly. Foundry Food Pantry has provided food for average 160 people every 

Thursday. We served 145 church-kitchen-made hot meals for homeless neighbors with our     

partnership with JCOC every other month. We participated in JCOCôs Welcome Home Baskets 

for those who have a transition from homelessness into their private home. The church have also 

supported those families through Thanksgiving and Christmas Baskets and Angel Tree missions. 

Foundry United Methodist Men has helped tens of non-profit organizations through Christmas 

Tree Sale. Our Fall Apple Sale has supported Wings of Caring Mission in Congo. Of course, we 

have faced challenges, but we overcome them over and again with prayer and sacrificial        

commitment to Godôs mission.  

The following are our ministerial highlights  in the past year. 

1. Children's Ministry: Three years ago when I began my ministry at Foundry, we had no child. 

Now we have 5 regular children. We created Education Mission Team and nominated two   

members as co-chair. We offer children's events on a monthly basis such as movie, painting, 

game nights, Easter egg decoration and hunt, and Christmas cookie and decoration with Santa. 

We offered a second year VBS this summer. It was successful and one family is going to join the 

church soon. 

2. Evangelism Tree 

We installed our evangelism tree in February this year. The congregation is encouraged to pray, 

connect, and invite a person to the church in a year. The fruits on the tree are increasing.         

Worship attendance is average 55-60 now.  
 

3. Partnership with Lynnhaven Elementary School 

UWF established our partnership with Lynnhaven Elementary School three years ago. We have 

provide school supplies, back-packs, and fund to the students who are not afford to paying their 

social group activities. 
 

4. Partnership with Lynnhaven River Now 

We started a rain garden and a natural habitat project with the support of Lynnhaven River to 

provide a space for rest and meditation for the local community. We joined Pearl Faith         

Communities and have made an effort not to use the disposable products. 
 

5. Prayer Station at Foundry Food Pantry 

We installed a prayer station at our Food Pantry under a qualified volunteerôs leadership. 

She listens to our Food Pantry customers who need emotional help and pray for them. Since we 

added a prayer station, we feel connected more intimately with them and vice versa. Children 

and families began to join our childrenôs events. Some of them come and worship with us on 

Sundays. The numbers of prayer request each Thursday have increased. 

We will continue to pray our Breakthrough Prayer and follow the will of God bringing our fives 

loaves and two fishes. We look forward to Godôs surprises to our church in 2026. 

All God has done, Thanks.  All God will be done, Yes! 
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 Reflecting on Our Childrenôs Ministry  

Childrenȴs Ministry Highlights & Upcoming Events ̩ ꞌ  

Our Childrenȴs Ministry has enjoyed an exciting season ɤlled with 

fellowship, learning, and celebration. On December 7th, families 

gathered for a festive cookie decorating event, made even more 

memorable by a surprise visit from a very special someone from 

the North Pole. The children were full of excitement and joy   

during this holiday celebration. Ν ͼ Ξ  

 

On February 8th, we also held our ɤrst CPR class, training six 

members of the congregation, including two of our youth and   

our youth Sunday School Teacher, Miss Emily. This was a valuable  

opportunity to build life-saving skills within our church         

community.  

 

On February 21st, we hosted a wonderful Family Valentineȴs Day 

Dance with 25 children and their families participating in an  

evening of music, laughter, and fellowship. Ὃ ˕  

 

 

Our Homeschool Science Fair, on February 25th, featured 12     

participants from elementary through middle school, with      

students presenting creative projects and demonstrating           

excellent scientiɤc inquiry. ∞  

 

 

Our Celebrating Childrenȴs Achievement Initiative was launched to 

recognize outstanding accomplishments among our children.         

Deborah was our ɤrst featured honoree and received a Barnes & 

Noble gift card in recognition of her recent achievement. Deborah 

competed February 20Ȱ22 at the Harrison Opera House in Norfolk, 

participating in group jazz, hip hop, contemporary, and lyrical 

dances. She also performed her solo to Clearly by Grace 

VanderWaal and earned 3rd overall in the regional competition. We 

are so proud of her!К Ψ  
 

As part of our community outreach and Celebration of Reading 

Across American, on March 2nd, we volunteered to read to      

preschoolers and kindergarteners at our sponsor school, 

Lynnhaven Elementary School. This special visit gave our       

children an opportunity to encourage younger students through 

reading, connection, and positive example. What a special    

blessing for all involved!  

 



2026 Childrenȴs Ministry Events                                                        

(All are open to the community): 
 

March 

¶ Family Movie Night (Saturday, 3/21 from 5PM-7PM, Youth Building) (wear 

pajamas, bring a blanket, and your favorite stuffy) Θ  
 

April 
 

¶ Easter Egg Hunt (Sunday, 4/5 from 12:30PM-1:30PM, Youth Building              
& Outdoors) 

 
May 
 

¶ Motherȴs Day Tea (Sunday, 5/10 from 12:30PM-1:30PM, Ebert Hall) 
 
June 
 

¶ Fatherȴs Day Ice Cream Social (Sunday, 6/21 from 12:30PM-1:30PM,             
Ebert Hall) 

 
July 
 

¶ One-Day Vacation Bible School (Saturday, 7/18 from 8AM-2PM,                            
 Sunday Worship  11AM-12PM, Church & Ebert Hall) 

Saturday VBS (5Ȱ6 hours) with stations, lunch, closing program 

Sunday Worship Service will showcase VBS Activities 
 
August 
 

¶ Family Movie Night (Saturday, 8/1 from 5PM-7PM, Youth Building) 

¶ School Supply Drive to help FUMC and Children of Food Pantry ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ
 Backpack/supply drive + blessing of students for new school year 

 
September  
 

¶ Family Pizza & Popcorn Bingo Night (Saturday, 9/12 from 5PM-7PM,              
 Youth Building) ШPizza, popcorn, bingo prizes 

 
October 

¶ Homeschool Costume Party (Saturday, 10/24 from 5PM-8PM, Ebert Hall)       
 Not-So-Spooky Costume Dance Party 

 
November 
 

¶ Veteranȴs Day Tribute Luncheon (Sunday, 11/8 from 12:30PM-1:30PM, Ebert 
Hall) 

 
December 
 

¶ Christmas Cookie Decoration (Sunday, 12/6 from 12:30PM-1:30PM, Ebert Hall) 
 



 
2025 could be characterized as a year when Foundry stepped 

up to increasing challenges in meeting the needs of our          

neighbors - with every JCOC dinner we were asked to            

provide more meals than the one before; the Food Pantry is 

serving growing numbers of families; and the Apple Sale    

met an all-time sales record of $2272 to contribute to the          

Wings of Caring Aviation Ministry.  We provided 2 full Welcome Home baskets and were able 

to engage The Original Mattress Factory in donating full mattress sets to that cause (more on 

Welcome Home later). The Pastorôs Discretionary Fund was able to answer requests for        

emergency needs including rent assistance and utility payments for many families. We insured 

that 10 families would be able to celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas with delicious holiday 

meals in addition to donations of regular pantry staples, and we saw to it that the children in 

those families were able to say that Santa had indeed made their Christmas wishes come true. 
 

Sometimes, when I am told that we need to do more, that people out there are counting on  us,   

I have a brief moment of anxiety that we may have reached our limit, that we canôt do any more.  

That moment is fortunately brief, because I know that Foundry always comes through and finds 

a way.  I am convinced this is because this church family deeply believes in its commission to 

serve mankind as Christ taught us to do. When asked if we can help, Foundryôs answer is,     

ñYes, we can!ò 
 

2026 will surely match or exceed the challenges of 2025.  Never doubt that we will look them in 

the eye and meet them head on.  
 

Welcome Home Baskets 2026 
 

You may be thinking, ñDidnôt we just do Welcome Home Baskets?  Why is there a collection 

spot in the Narthex in March?ò 
 

Yes, that is true.  To relieve the burden of so many outreach projects crammed into the second 

half of the year, we have moved the Welcome Home Baskets collection to spring, spreading 

your generosity over a longer period.  We plan to contribute 2 baskets (possibly 3 if we have  

adequate financial contributions).  This is a rewarding and much-appreciated ministry.  JCOC 

personnel are always impressed by the quality of the items provided by Foundry, and the        

recipients are thrilled to start life in their new homes with such nice things. 

 

Our Clothes Closet Needs Volunteers! 
          Assist with inventory management in our Clothes Closet.  Helen and Ginnie would            

appreciate your help!  Contact Chris Work for details  cwork@cox.net 
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  United Methodist Men: 

The Menôs group was blessed with a very successful 2025 Christmas tree 

season with the help of many individuals.  We sold 270 trees within one week 

and had a profit of approximately $13,000.  We made donations throughout 

the year to various charitable organizations, ministry areas, specific projects, 

and the Church.  All men are welcome to join the group as we meet the first 

Saturday   of each month. 

Montessori School Coming: 

God has opened a new window for our church!  Foundry has been blessed with the wonderful opportunity 

and arrival of the Coastal Montessori School.  The school will occupy our childrenôs wing and use other  

areas as needed.  Staff arrive in June and children will arrive in August.  We welcome our new neighbors 

and invite them to join our family and participate in our ministries. 

Finance update: 

Welcome to 2026 and thank you for your ongoing support of the life and ministry of our church.  We sup-

port many wonderful missions throughout the year of which many of you participate.  However, a separate 

and    important part is the general operations of our church.  Like the increases we have all seen in our    

personal lives this past year, operating expenses have also increased for our church this year.  So, itôs        

important to continue your financial support and prayerfully consider increasing the level of your support.  

New Capital Improvement Campaign: 

With the coming of the new Coastal Montessori School in June, building improvements have begun in      

our  Childrenôs wing.  The largest is a new roof along with some internal changes.  The costs of these        

improvements will be approximately $125,000.  We expect to initially borrow funds from our Bank but we 

also plan to begin a formal Capital Campaign this year to help pay the loan.  Expected lease payments from 

the school will also help pay the loan.  Please plan on supporting this campaign when it begins.  

Food Pantry Update: 

You can see by the numbers below how important it is to keep our pantry well stocked.  Thank you for your 
support! 
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